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“Resolved that a Register be made of all the 
pictures, engravings, statues, busts, and 
other works of Art now in the possession of 
the College, specifying and describing each, 
and giving the date of acquisition, name of 
donor and all other necessary particulars 
thereof, and that all other further similar 
acquisitions be catalogued in such Register 
in the same manner”

Resolution adopted at the Monthly 
Business Meeting of the College held 6 July 
1900







one’s impression is that they [the books] are rarely 
examined and that they contain treasures of which the 
College is only faintly, if at all, aware … in effect, the 
collection so far described is a historic one, though it 
cannot be properly used as such in the absence of a 
separately arranged and adequate body of reference 
material … An overwhelming impression made by the 
Sir Patrick Dun’s Library is that it is well on the way to 
being choked as a useful entity by its failure to adapt to 
modern conditions … This is now a historical library 
which, to speak frankly, masquerades as a current one.

E Gaskell, 1970 
Head Librarian Wellcome Institute
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Dun’s Library Collection
• c.30,000 items – books, 

pamphlets & journals

• Core Collection – Irish medicine, 
c.1700-1950

• 20+ Special Collections

• History of Irish Medicine 
Reference Collection



Archive Collection
• c.40,000 items – unpublished 

documents, letters, minutes, 
photographs, illustrations, slides

• RCPI’s own records

• 39 other collections including;
o Hospital papers
o Medical organisations/societies
o Physicians
o Medical historians



Genealogy Collection

• c.12,000 items

• Kirkpatrick Index of biographical 
files

• Medical Directories & Registers



Items Collection

• c.300 items relating to the 
history of the College & Irish 
medicine

• c.1,000 medical instruments & 
materia medica items
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