ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
Whitla Medical Building
97 Lisburn Road Belfast BT9 7BL
Tel: (028) 9097-5780
Email: ums@ums.ac.uk

Website: http://www.ums.ac.uk

Please do not print this on the reverse of the Direct Debit form as the latter is sent to your bank.

Application for Membership of the Society
If you are medically qualified and are eligible for registration with the General Medical Council, you
can be elected as a Fellow (eight or more years since graduation) or as a Member (less than eight).
If you are not medically qualified and are a health professional eligible for registration with the
Nursing and Midwifery Council, or the Health and Care Professions Council, or the Northern Ireland
Social Care Council, or the General Dental Council, or are a senior manager within the National
Health Service, you can be elected as an Associate.
If you are undertaking a course of study which will lead you to being eligible for registration with the
General Medical Council you can be elected as a Student.
Please see website for further details including subscription rates.

Please complete the sections below as fully as possible and return to the address above.
In particular, please enter your full name as recorded by your professional body.
Title*
Forenames*
Surname*
Degrees
Year of Medical Graduation*

Insert ‘None’ if not medically qualified. Medical
students should insert anticipated year of graduation.

GMC Number*

Applicants for Associate membership should provide
details of their registration with their professional body.

Address 1*
Address 2
Locality
Post Town*
Postcode*
Email*

(for Society purposes only)

APPLICANTS FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP: PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE A DIRECT DEBIT FORM AT PRESENT.
WE WILL BE IN TOUCH AFTER YOU HAVE GRADUATED AND HAVE RECEIVED A GMC NUMBER.

A Bit About Us
The Ulster Medical Society has been around since 1862 although our predecessors, the Belfast Medical
Society, the Belfast Clinical and Pathological Society, and the Ulster Medical Protective Association first
appeared in 1806, 1853, and1859 respectively. The Belfast Medical Society seems primarily to have been a
medical lending library, the Belfast Clinical and Pathological Society began with a strong emphasis on the
application of science to medical practice and the education of medical practitioners, and the Ulster
Medical Protective Association was concerned with guarding the interests of the profession.
These three societies amalgamated to form the Ulster Medical Society and we continue to thrive over
one hundred and fifty years later. Our current objects are “to improve the care of the sick and to promote
and advance health and medical science by widening, improving and developing the education and
knowledge of all concerned in the pursuit of medical matters.” We are recognised as a charity by the
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.
We endeavour to fulfil these objects by arranging a series of lectures from October to March/April
(nearly always on a Thursday evening) and by publishing the Ulster Medical Journal three times a year. The
Journal is an international general medical journal with contributions from all medical and surgical
specialties relevant to a general medical readership. It retains a focus on material relevant to the health of
the Northern Ireland population.
Fellows, Members and Associates are entitled to receive the Journal free of charge and Students at
present receive it likewise as their numbers are still relatively small.

A Bit About You and Us
No matter how junior or how senior anyone is, the process of lifelong professional learning is the same
process once faced by those in the Belfast Medical Society and the Belfast Clinical and Pathological
Society. Our predecessors were as clever, educated, energetic and resourceful as ourselves (see the
various old minutes on the website) but they were constrained by their environment just as we are by
ours. What we can do is to share with our colleagues in the past and in the future the same desire for
excellence in the art of medicine and the same desire to seek the truth — quaerere verum.
The sources of information have undoubtedly changed with time (no internet in the 1860s!) but our
desire for knowledge and advancement is the same. The Ulster Medical Society cannot supply all the
information that is needed to keep a practitioner informed but our lectures are nearly always of value and
of interest. The subjects are often outside those met with in day-to-day practice but are dealt with at a
level that the day-to-day practitioner can understand. One meeting a year is given over to presentations
by junior doctors of papers and posters. There is always a chance to meet colleagues over a cup of tea
after the meetings.
The subscription rates are not exorbitant and working members may claim the amount as a
professional expense against income tax. We do not charge Students nor Members in their first year after
graduation. Retired members may claim Gift Aid which can benefit the Society and themselves.
So why should you join the Society? Well, we hope that you would benefit from the lectures and the
Journal and would enjoy supporting your own local medical society. You would certainly extend the
influence of the Society still further. Extra copies of the Application and Direct Debit forms may be downloaded from our website. We will add your name to the membership database once we receive both forms
correctly completed. If you are uncertain about joining, why not come along to some of the meetings? They
are open to all registered medical practitioners, medical students and healthcare professionals.
More information is available on the website: www.ums.ac.uk

